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Thank you from Village and Vestry 

Many thanks for your support of our coffee morning in March. We 
are very fortunate to have some great bakers in our village and we are 
grateful for the yummy treats they provided for us.  

The Cantorelli Choir event in April was particularly well supported. It 

was a lovely social evening and we hope you enjoyed the music and 
refreshments on offer.  

We have raised in the region of £750 across the two events which we 
will use in our efforts to support St Martin’s Church. Thank you for 

joining us and we look forward to seeing you again soon. 

Village and Vestry 

 

 

 

Sponsor the Parish News 
We would like to thank this month’s sponsor, Womack Building 
Supplies. 

If you would be interested in sponsoring an issue of Parish News or 
advertising in the magazine, please contact Mary Dowson on 01953 
860320 or email mdowson@btinternet.com. 

Parish News Committee 

New Buckenham Parish News 

May 2026 
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Gardening Group Updates 

Open Gardens: Refreshments 

We are beginning to put together our rota for refreshments at Open 

Gardens. We would be so grateful for an hour or two of your time in 

the kitchen. We normally have a large crowd who very much enjoy 

visiting all the gardens but also very much enjoy a cuppa and cake 
once (or twice!) during the afternoon. We aim to have 4 people in the 
kitchen at all times throughout the afternoon so however much time 
you can spare will be much appreciated! We would also appreciate 

cakes to sell on the day. The event is on Sunday 28th June – plenty of 
time to book a holiday or get a note from your doctor, only joking! 
Please contact me using the details below if you can help us out on 
the day. Thank you in advance and thank you to those people who 

have already offered help. I will be in touch soon to confirm timings. 

Village Show: New Competitions 

As I mentioned in last month’s Parish News, we have two new 
competitions as part of this year’s Village Show. Although I indicated 

that adults would be encouraged to grow and nurture a fuchsia plant, 

the plant will actually be a red geranium! The change is not due to my 
well documented lack of gardening knowledge but because Lynn, who 
is a bit more knowledgeable than me, decided that red geraniums 

would provide a more level playing field as fuchsias come in all sizes 
and colours. Please contact Lynn (lynncarter222@gmail.com / 01953 

571211) if you would like to purchase a plant, which comes with 
instructions, at the cost of £1. We will also be selling the plants on 
the Village Green on Saturday 16th May between 1–3pm – do come 
and purchase a plant and join in within the spirit of healthy 
competition. I shall be entering so you won’t come last! 

When we are on the Green, well also have the sunflowers which I 

wrote about last month and which are free for the youngsters to 
grow. Come and see us on 16th May or contact me and let me know 
how many you require and I’ll deliver them to you. Good luck! 

Further information will be in next month`s Parish News or please 

contact me if I can help with anything related to Open Gardens or the 

Village Show. 

Karen (karenhobley@ hotmail.com / 01953 860529) 
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New Buckenham’s Common and its 

Grazing 

Common Land is privately owned land subject to ‘Rights of Common’ 

that usually allow named individuals to graze animals. Enshrined in law 
in the Magna Carta in 1215, Common Land traditionally allowed the 
poorest people in rural communities to access wood, bracken for 
bedding and pasture for livestock.  

Although nearly half of the land in Britain was originally Common 

Land, from the 16th century the gentry tried to enclose these areas 
to exclude commoners from land which could be ‘improved’ through 
agriculture. This gave rise, not least, to the local rebellion led by 

Robert Kett in 1549. Most Common Land is agriculturally 
‘unimproved’, thus often having high conservation significance and 
natural beauty. Common Land now accounts for 3% of England. 

New Buckenham Common is about 94 acres of land bisected by the 

B1113, also known as ‘The Turnpike’ or the ‘Straight Road’. To the 
north of this road the Common is a biological SSSI, or Site of Special 

Scientific Interest, known particularly for its green-winged orchids. 

The Common is said to have remained largely unchanged for around 
800 years, although was the subject of a dispute in 1597 when 
Carleton Rode claimed part of the Common next to Upgate Street. A 

copy of the map with accompanying narrative of this dispute is in the 
village hall.  

Grazing the Common was formalised around 1770 by issuing Rights 
to graze amongst local households, either in whole Rights or in 
fractions of 14ths. Later, by now separated from named houses, 
whole Rights or fractions changed hands by a conveyance and unused 

Rights were historically auctioned in The George each Spring until the 
mid-1960s. Rights ownership have been officially registered from 
1965. By the mid-1960s, however, the demand had fallen so the 79 

Rights were pooled by those that owned them to hire the grazing to a 
single grazier for his cattle. 

The Common had been traditionally owned by New Buckenham’s 
successive lords of the manor. In 1985 this was Dr Hamerton, the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_of_Special_Scientific_Interest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site_of_Special_Scientific_Interest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carleton_Rode
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village’s GP, who sold the Common to the then Norfolk Naturalists’ 
Trust (now Norfolk Wildlife Trust). The price paid was £5, the money 

promptly being spent in the King’s Head in celebration. 

The Trust both owns and manages the Common to which it allows 
public access. At one time there was no fencing so cattle could 
wander freely across the road. With the danger from the increasing 
amount and speed of traffic however it was decided that there should 

be permanent fencing along the Straight Road to Norwich and 
temporary electric fencing during the grazing season, allowed by 
special license. As funds allow, the Trust is involved with the 
maintenance of gates and the cattle pound, now in poor repair, and 

the perennial battle to stop scrub invading the grazable areas. Scrub is 
attractive to wildlife but excessive amounts reduce the walking 
amenity enjoyed by the village and visitors. It also risks making the 
grazing unviable. This matters because cattle play an essential part in 

‘depasturising the land’ and propagating orchid seeds so if they were 
to be withdrawn due to insufficient grazing, the habitat would change 
irrevocably. In the last few years the Common has been under stress 

from increasing scrub, degradation of the grazing by rabbits, and from 

drought.  

Recently the grazing Right holders have been taking a more active 
interest in enhancing the relationship between the Trust, the grazier 
and the villagers and visitors who greatly value this natural amenity on 

our doorstep. 

The grazier pays for the grazing of his cattle, the modest income being 

distributed among the Right holders based on the number of Rights 
they hold. Existing Right holders may choose to dispose of their 
Rights, either by formal selling or by transfer. The steering group will 
try to ensure that any Rights that do become available are transferred 
to village residents. Please let us know if you are interested so we can 
put you in touch with sellers as and when the opportunity arises. 

Charles Oxley    

for the Grazing Rights Steering Group 

860708 
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 News from the Pews  
We hope you all enjoyed Easter, particularly the chocolate no doubt!  
Thank you to everyone who came to the services over the Easter 

weekend, which seems some time away now. Some of the Lilies for 
Easter are still going strong and we will leave them in situ until they 
are truly past their best. I hope that those who came to the Lilies for 
Easter found it comforting. 

Village and Vestry: Thank you to V&V for organising the lovely 
choral concert with Cantonelli – all the way from Hebden Bridge! It 
was a glorious spring evening, with beautiful voices and the “nibbles” 
and wine afterwards much appreciated. Thank you all. 

coffeemates!: Our first coffeemates! raised funds for Nourish. We 
were delighted to welcome one of the volunteers, who talked about 
the (unfortunately) much needed work they do, providing breakfast to 
the homeless in Norwich. They operate from the market and for 

those who can’t or are unable to come them, they go round with a 
basket. It was an eye-opener and makes one realise how fortunate we 
are in this village. You raised £135, which will help them to buy the 

breakfast ingredients. Thank you very much.   

The next coffeemates! is on Saturday 9th May at 10:30am, when we 
will be raising funds for Leeway. They are Norfolk's largest specialist 

provider of domestic abuse support. Established in 1974, they are an 
independent charity providing support to adults, young people and 
children who are experiencing domestic abuse in Norfolk and Suffolk. 
They operate twelve safe houses and people experiencing domestic 
abuse and their children are welcome to stay as long as necessary to 
secure a future free from a dangerous partner. It's their aim to 

provide free and confidential support to anyone experiencing 
domestic abuse. It is shocking to realise that 1 in 3 women and 1 in 5 
men will experience domestic abuse in their lifetime, and 750,000 

child incidents of domestic abuse are reported in the UK every year. 
Given those statistics, we do hope you will come along and support 

us in raising funds for this, sadly, much needed service. 
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Book Stall: is still going strong, as is the Children’s Corner, recently 
revamped. There are toys, books, colouring pens and more, all of 

which are free! 

Food Bank: Thank you, as ever, for your generosity in leaving 
donations either in the church or at King’s Stores. 

Contact details: Revd. Sarah Walsh is always happy to visit or chat.  
You can contact her on 01953 571549 or 07809 430967.  

For any other queries do contact me:  

Louise Casson (Churchwarden)  

01953 860191 

 

 

 

St Martin’s Services: May 2026 

Sun 3rd 10am 
Group Service at St 

Mary’s, Eccles 
5th Sunday of Easter 

Sun 10th 4:30pm Evensong 6th Sunday of Easter 

Sun 17th 11am Morning Prayer 7rd Sunday of Easter 

Sun 26th 11am 
Group Service at St 

Mary’s, Banham 
Pentecost 

Sun 31st 11am Holy Communion Trinity Sunday 

For more information about services, contact: 

Priest in Charge: Revd Sarah Walsh (01953 571549) or go to 
www.achurchnearyou.com for services throughout the Benefice. 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com
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 New Buckenham Parish Council 
Parish Councillor Vacancy 

A vacancy has occurred for one Parish Councillor to serve on the 

Parish Council. Applications should be made in the first place to the 

parish Clerk (contact details on the website). If there are more than 
one applicant an election will be held, or if only one person applies 
that person will be co-opted as a Parish Councillor. Becoming a Parish 

Councillor provides an opportunity to contribute positively to the 
village amenities and life in the village. Should you be interested and 
need more information please do contact me on the email address or 
mobile number below. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th May at 
7:30pm at the Village Hall – all parishioners are welcome with the 
opportunity to raise any issues of concern or interest in the village. 
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

Andrew Bingham 

Chair – New Buckenham Parish Council 

cllr.andrew.bingham@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk 

07702 119318 

 

Community Project Fund 

New Buckenham Parish Council has a Community Project Fund, the 

purpose of which is to award grants to be used in (or by) the 
community of New Buckenham. Grant applications can be submitted 

for a minimum amount of £50 and a maximum amount of £5,000 in 
any financial year. 

At our recent Annual Parish Meeting, we reported back on the grants 
awarded during the last financial year - £3,200 to the New Buckenham 
Junior Football Club for new goals and nets for the Under 15s to 

ensure FA compliance as well as nets for other teams; £5,000 to the 
New Buckenham Village Hall Trust to support their project to 

upgrade the lighting system at the Village Hall and £315 to St Martin’s 
Church to upgrade the wheelchair ramp into the Church with a new 
lightweight model. 

mailto:cllr.andrew.bingham@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Full details of our Community Project Fund and how it is 
administered are available on the Parish Council website. Please 

contact me if you would prefer to have a printed copy of the 

application form or if you need any further information. We are very 
keen to award grants to be used in (or by) the community. 

Karen Hobley 

karenhobley@hotmail.com / 01953 860529 

 

Summary of draft Minutes April 2026 

Present: Present: Andrew Bingham (AB), Paul Martin (PM), Karen 
Hobley (KH), Steve Highton (SH), Mary Dowson (MD), Don Crossman 
(DC), Angela Thornton (AT) Clerk and no members of the public. 
 

1. Minutes  

 Minutes of the March meeting approved. 

2. Matters arising 

 a) The village map has been reprinted and received - invoice to 

be investigated. 

b) Grazing Rights - article to be written in Parish News (AB). 

c) Parish Councillor co-option opportunity to be advertised in 
Parish News. 

d) Visit by Anglian Water has revealed the location of the 
allotments and cemetery meters.  

Water usage between May and October has been recalculated 

to approximately £750. 

3. Public Participation 

     None. 

4. District/County Councillor Report 

 None. 

5. Parish Cllr Reports 

a) KH suggested that the agreement for the football team to use 
the cricket field be reviewed before next season, Action AT. 

b) SH reported that Chapel Hill Pump has been repaired. 
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6. Financial Matters 

 a) March Bank Reconciliation approved. 

 b) Payments for April 2026 approved with the exception of the 

noticeboard invoice. 

7. Devolution LGR 

Norfolk will have 3 unitary councils. West Norfolk, East Norfolk 
and Norwich. New Buckenham  will be in the West Norfolk 

Council which covers the areas of  Breckland, Kings Lynn, West 
Norfolk and 9 parishes from South Norfolk. 

7. Planning 

 No new applications. 

8.  Amenities 

 a) Grounds Maintenance - nothing to report. 

b) Closed Churchyard - nothing to report. 

c) Cemetery - nothing to report. 

d) Allotments - monitor water usage and prepare annual 

allotment costs. 

e) Play Area - DC states no action needed following annual 

inspection. 

f) Defibrillator - nothing to report. 

g) Street Lights - nothing to report. 

h) Community Car Scheme - not discussed at this meeting. 

i) Public Footpaths - AB reported High London Farm footpath 

still impassable. 

9. Neighbourhood Plan Review 

 Cllrs decided that the review group would consist of PM, MD, 

KH, DC and 2 members of the parish. 

9. Correspondence 

 None. 

Mary Dowson for New Buckenham Parish Council 
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End of the line for two non-villager 

villagers… 
Two characters of significance to New Buckenham, have died in this 
last month. Neither of them were villagers, but both loved the place 
dearly, came here constantly and made a contribution. 

One was a Royal Navy PO chef who visited for 

all of the 40 or so  years that Ross and I have 
lived here – that is when he wasn’t sailing 

around the world on aircraft carriers and other 
fleet ships and cooking for thousands at a time. 

His name was Simon Trewin. He was my 
brother.  Diagnosed with Parkinson’s ten years 
ago, he ploughed on, undaunted alongside his 
wife, WO1 Paula Trewin MBE, becoming a 

home based dad-of-distinction for their daughter, Dorcas. It was 
Simon who made and donated the bat boxes for the children’s wildlife 
area here in the village.   

The other non-villager who has left us all too 
soon, was Terry Jones. He and his family have 
been coming all the way from Belfast every year, 
twice a year for 40 years. He loved the place. He 
was even on the Parish Mag list so he could keep 

up with the local news. They came to relax in the 
countryside and to avoid the stress of the 

“Marching Season” during the “Troubles”, and 
then coming back in November to enjoy bonfire 
night since fireworks were banned in the 
Province. Terry was a knowledgeable birder, a lover of nature, the 
head of a school English department in NI and the most educated 
reader you could come across.  

His New Buckenham Nature Notes documented invaluable wildlife 
observations in these changing days: turtle doves, great crested newts, 

grass snakes, English Partridges, hares, hedgehogs, deer, crickets, 
bats…and yes! he was fixated with cricket and bats and encouraged 

our son to play the game! Every year there was a crusade to Redgrave 
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and Lopham Fen in a bid to find the, now 
officially endangered, great raft spider.   

Both of these men have left some of their 

spirit in this unique village…and when I say 
“spirit” that includes a tot of pussers’ rum for 
Si and an English whisky for Terry, made just 
down the road and which won the taste-test 

over all the traditional Irish and Scottish 
brands. We raise a glass to them both. 

In the few weeks since our just giving site opened, we have raised 
more than £4,000 for Parkinson’s UK. It’s never enough, but we keep 

on trying and maybe one day this debilitating condition will be ended. 
www.Justgiving.com/page/simon-trewin. 

Janet Trewin  

 

 

 

 

Good Companions 
Nineteen members attended the meeting on Thursday 16th April, 
which was our 77th birthday tea. The first meeting was held in the 
George Hotel, as it was known then. A high tea was prepared and 

served by the committee members. 

The next meeting will be in the Village Hall at 2:30pm on Thursday 

21st May. New members will be made very welcome. For more 
information, please contact me on 01953 860467 or Diana Cole on 
01953 860636. 

Christine Wilby 

http://www.Justgiving.com/page/simon-trewin
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New Buckenham Parish Council 

Chair:  Andrew Bingham (01953 861150 / 

cllr.andrew.bingham@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk) 

Vice-Chair:  Paul Martin (01953 861117 / 

cllr.paul.martin@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk) 

Councillors:  Don Crossman (01953 861246) 

 Mary Dowson (01953 860320) 

 Steve Highton (01953 860000) 

 Karen Hobley (01953 860529) 

 Mary Manning (01953 861242) 

Clerk:  Angela Thornton (01953 887830 / 

parish.clerk@newbuckenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk) 

The Parish Council meets at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of every 

month at the Village Hall. Further information can be found on our notice 

board on the Village Green or www.newbuckenhampc.info. 
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St Mary’s Residential Care 
Home 

Market Place, New Buckenham, Norfolk, NR16 2AN 

Tel: 01953 860 956 / Email: 
manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 

 

A home from home, at St Mary’s, we offer 24-hour person-centered 
care within safe, warm and friendly surroundings with an emphasis 
on providing a high quality of life. 

• Care services offered include day care, respite, dementia, 
palliative, end of life and long/short-term residential care 

• Day care services include hot meals & refreshments 

• Freshly prepared meals, including catering for special diets - 
Consistently received highest Food Hygiene rating of 5 star 

• Single occupancy rooms, passenger lift, two enclosed gardens, 
Wi-Fi, nurse call facilities, wheelchair friendly wet room and a 
hair salon 

• Residents enjoy engaging and stimulating activities 

• Top ratings by residents, family & friends and healthcare 
professionals 

• Social Services and self-funding residents welcome 

• Self-funding residents offered very competitive rates 

• Care package tailor-made to meet your requirements 

• No-obligation free trial day offered 

 

For further information or for a fact-finding visit, please 
contact the manager on 01953 860 956 or email 

manager@stmaryshome.co.uk 
Registered and licensed to provide services by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 
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Appleyard Hair 
 

 

Mon–Fri: 9:30am–5pm 

Sat: 9am–3:30pm 
 

Late nights available by 
appointment only 

 

 

01953 887067 

Unit 9, The Appleyard,  

Banham, NR16 2HE 
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LINDA’S CLEANING 
SERVICES  

Honest, reliable lady 

Over 10 years’ 
experience  

Seeks Domestic House 
Cleaning Work 

Call now for a quote  

01379 677766, 
07733033253 
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HAND-MADE WINDOWS 

DOORS, KITCHENS 

AND FURNITURE 

 

EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT 

JAMIE’S HAND MADE WOODWORK 

TELEPHONE JAMIE ON 

01953 860 933 

 

WHJ HOWE  
 

Builder  

Brick/flintwork specialist  

New builds and restoration 
Lime repointing/plastering 
Over 30 years’ experience  

 

07919991097  

01953 718219 



Contributions for the June 2026 issue of New Buckenham Parish News should be 

submitted by 6pm on Friday 22nd May to Richard Hoggett, 9 Church Street 

(860136), Katie Wyatt-Hupton, Orchard Cottage, Marsh Lane (308427) or by 

email to editor@newbucknews.co.uk. 

TO ADVERTISE: please contact Mary Dowson on 01953 860320 or mdowson@btinternet.com 

May 2026 

Various 
dates in 
May  

Players Spring Workshops, Village Hall, 7:30pm - see page 
5 for details 

Fri 8th Photoshow Opening Night, Village Hall, 7:30pm  

Sat 9th Photoshow, Village Hall, 10am until 5pm 

 Sun 10th Photoshow, Village Hall, 10am until 1pm 

Sat 9th coffeemates!, St Martin’s Church, 10:30am 

Tues 12th Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7:30pm 

Thurs 21st Good Companions, Village Hall, 2:30pm 

Sun 24th  Children’s Workshop, St Martin’s Church, 2-4pm 

Dates For Your Diary 

The Village Hall Bookings Administrator is Stevie Hobley 

07469 715517 ~ bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk 

mailto:editor@newbucknews.co.uk
mailto:mdowson@btinternet.com
mailto:bookings@newbuckenhamvillagehall.co.uk

